You are receiving this email because of your relationship with Operation Our Town. Thank you for your interest and support!
You may unsubscribe if you no longer wish to receive our emails. You may also report problems with Newsletter format or content.

Taking Back Our Neighborhoods

OperationOurTown.org

Steering Committee Notes from January 18
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Grant Committee: The Fall 2009 grant recipients were announced at a press
conference on February 4". The grant committee is planning a grant training in
March for the Spring 2010 grant cycle.

Volunteer Roundtable:  Not many organizations are doing outreach events this
month, but it will pick up in the Spring.

Housing Roundtable: = Shawna reported from Cheryl Johns that she will be
scheduling a roundtable meeting in February.

Gang Roundtable: The roundtable is planning a graffiti removal day to be held May
15, 2010. They are finalizing plans on the target areas and also working on getting
volunteers in place for the day.

Faith-Based Roundtable:  The Myth Busters Drug Treatment Forum was held at
the Hollidaysburg YMCA on January 26". They are also planning the OOT
sponsored Open House at Hope Community Church (Nehemiah Project) on April
22" from 6:30pm-8:30pm.

Marketing Roundtable:  The OOT bus wrap is on the Amtran bus and it is officially
in service. They also want to put bus cards inside all Amtran buses. Currently they
are working on a TV series called “Touched by Our Town” which will run once a
month and a show that will run on the Cable Access Channel for two months which
will be a forum for OOT roundtables to discuss issues. They are also working on the
new Push Out the Pusher campaign for 2010.

Judicial Roundtable:  Judy Rosser reported that the courthouse applied for
stimulus money for several projects: Central Booking Center, dashboard of data for
the criminal justice system, full-time Court Administrator position, and an
enhancement grant for DUI Court.

K-12 Education Roundtable:  Brian Toth reported that they are still meeting and
working on items to distribute to kids regarding safety issues. The Tyrone &
Bellwood students involved in “Keepin’ It Real” video will air on Public Access
Channel. He also said they are working on several grant applications.

Human Services Roundtable:  Judy Rosser, the Blair Co. Drug & Alcohol
Administrator, reported that approximately $100,000 was cut from their budget.
Her office is currently in the middle of changing to a non-profit organization.
Pyramid’'s women’s halfway house was moved from Philipsburg to Bald Eagle.

Government Roundtable: =~ Donna Gority said that she will get elected officials on-
board with the Crime/Graffiti Clean-up Day in May.

Law Enforcement Roundtable: =~ Randy Feathers reported that they had a major
drug raid in December 2009. Very few out-of-town people were arrested, it was
mostly local people.

Pharmacy Roundtable:  The roundtable is planning a training on April 22, 2010 at
the American Heritage Discovery Center in downtown Altoona for pharmacists,
physicians, social workers, and pharmacy techs regarding prescription drug abuse.

Retail Roundtable: Jo Ann Nardelli is the new Retail Roundtable Chairperson. Her
group will tackle issues such as hiring employees and retail theft Another idea is to
create a call chain so that stores could communicate with each other.

Community Revitalization Roundtable: Phil and Ron reported that their
committee has identified and mapped out a target area in Altoona. They are
planning a city-wide demo of homes that are in disrepair.




Mission

Upcoming Operation Our Town & Partner Meetings and Events

Facilitating partnerships
between community and
business to fight drug use
and crime through proven
law enforcement, treatment,
and prevention techniques.

Our Partners & Friends
Blair Countians for
Drug Free Communities

Crime Solvers of Blair County

7:00pm Blair Co Courthouse Jury Room

11:45am
7:00pm

Wed.

2/18
2/21

HOPE Support Group Meeting (weekly meeting)

CJAB Meeting
Sing Out For Crime Victims

Blair County Court House
First Church of Christ

2/24 Marketing Roundtable Meeting 4:00pm OQT Office

2/25 Pharmacy Roundtable Meeting 7:15am OOT Office

3/01 Booker T. Washington Meeting 4:00pm Community Action Agency
3/06 B/A Family Health Fair 10:00am Bellwood-Antis Public Library
3/11 Faith Based Roundtable 1:30pm Mt. Zion Baptist Church

3/17 Crime Solvers Meeting 8:00am Park Hills Country Club

3/17 Marketing Roundtable Meeting 4:00pm OQT Office

3/18 CJAB Meeting 11:45am Blair County Court House
3/19 Health & Welfare Council Meeting 8:00am ARC of Blair County

3/27 Sunrise Rotary Spaghetti Dinner 3:00pm BG High School Cafeteria

Pennsylvania Gang
Investigators Association

United Way of Blair County

Volunteer Update

Volunteers play an important
role in Operation Our Town.
Volunteers participate in
community events to help us
reach more people. Volunteers
serve on Roundtables, the
Steering Committee & the
Board.

Volunteers provide valuable
services such as artwork &
design, software development,
and more.

We thank all our Operation Our
Town volunteers. Itis only
through the support of active
community members like
yourselves that we will be able
to take back our neighbor-
hoods from illegal drugs and
crime.

CLICK HERE

to register as an
Operation Our Town

Volunteer

To serve on an Operation Our
Town Roundtable, to become a
Committed Business or to make a
tax-deductible donation, contact
Shawna Hoover by email or
call 814-296-8730.

*OOT Meetings: For more information about Operation Our Town meetings,
contact Shawna Hoover at oot@Isfiore.com or call 296-8730.

The best and most beautiful things in this world cannot be seen or even

heard, but must be felt with the heart.
- Helen Keller-

Grants Awarded for the Fall 2009 Grant Cycle
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Operation Our Town distributed $100,000 in grants to 10 local programs. This
money will help reduce illegal drug use and related crime in the Blair County
area. The recipients were:

TheDoor/Olivet Baptist Church:
After-school program

IDA Community Development Corp.:
Evergreen Manors’ Supportive
Services

Gloria Gates Memorial Foundation:
After School Program

Blair Co. Respiratory Disease
Society: Doctor Dad/Doctor Mom
Central Blair Recreation & Park
Commission: Summer Playground
Program

Family Resource Center:  Parents
as Teachers and Katy's Kids Med

Safety Family Services: SWOOP
CONTACT Altoona: Community Calvary United Methodist Church:
Helpline A weekly program called FEED (food,

Crossroads of Altoona:
Recovery and Clubhouse

12-Step encouragement, exhortation and

discipline)

Applications for the Spring 2010 grant cycle will be accepted 3/1 to 4/15.
All non-profit organizations, schools and government agencies are eligible to
apply. Grant applications may be downloaded at Operation Our Town.org

A grant training seminar is tentatively scheduled f or early March. Call

Shawna Hoover at 296-8730 for final date and further information.

The Operation Our Town Grant Committee includes five members:
Donna Gority, Blair County Commissioner
Robin Beck, Executive Director of United Way of Blair County
Judy Rosser, Blair County Drug & Alcohol
Jolene Kopriva, president judge, Blair County Court of Common Pleas
Michele Fiore, mental health counselor




Bellwood-Antis
Public Library

4th Annual Family Health
And Safety Fair
To provide both children and
adults an opportunity to access
resources and information on
healthy and safe living practices
that may not be readily available
to them in any other venue.
Saturday, March 6, 2010
10:00 am—1:00 pm
Bellwood-Antis Public Library
526 Main St. , Bellwood, PA
Call 814-742-8234
for further information.
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Rotary Club of Tyrone
Is sponsoring the
FAMILY FUN
BLAST!
At Tyrone H.S.
April 17, 2010 10:00am—2:00pm
This event will help promote
healthier relationships between
parents, children and community
members. Come enjoy the
opportunity to interact in a safe,
supportive environment!
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Open House
Event At
Hope
Community
Church

1520 11th St., Altoona

April 22, 2010 6:30 pm—_8:30 pm

Sponsored by
Operation Our Town’s
Faith-Based
Communities Roundtable
This will be your opportunity to
come out to tour the building, hear
about the services/ministries
provided there and get great ideas
to help you make an impact in
your own neighborhoods.

Week of the Young
Child Celebration
at., April 24, 2010
10:00am—2:00pm

#
A celebration to focus || ! $ 4
e public attention on the !
+$ needs of young children % /I &%
and their families. ( "
ge
# <=7 More info will be coming! ) 4 (5
Contact Info

24 Grant Recipients received over $400,000 in grant s from
Operation Our Town

Push Out The Pusher tip-line  had a 23% increase
Volunteer participation saw a 231% increase

Operation Our Town Most Wanted List
From 2006 to 2009:
29 Listed
24 Captured
83% capture rate

Law Enforcement equipment purchased with grant mone yincluded:
Tactical ammunition and equipment
LED Flashlights
Digital voice recorders
Surveillance cameras

22 Special Operations search warrants executed

7 Saturation Patrols in the following areas:
Altoona
Hollidaysburg

Duncansville Borough

Tyrone Borough
Allegheny Township

Blair Township
Frankstown Township

Drug Deaths decreased 37% from 2006 to 2009

2009 Drug/Criminal Prosecutions:
Over 264 cases assigned
Over 135 criminal defendants
10 jury trials

Forfeitures:
1 house by court order
6 petitions filed and pending for automobiles
Computers, televisions, cell phones and other miscellaneous items

Operation Our Town - PO Box 2486 - Altoona PA 16603 - 814.296.8730 - info@OperationOurTown.org - OperationOurTown.org
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