You are receiving this email because of your relationship with Operation Our Town. Thank you for your interest and support!
You may unsubscribe if you no longer wish to receive our emails. You may also report problems with Newsletter format or content.

Taking Back Our Neighborhoods

OperationOurTown.org

Steering Committee Notes from November 23
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Grant Committee: Grant committee members are currently reviewing applications
and will send their recommendations to the Board. A grant training is being
planned for March.

Housing Roundtable: A housing roundtable meeting is being planned for January
to move forward with plans for the educational component of the housing
workshop.

Gang Roundtable: The RT reported that gang activity is less and reminded us
that the best thing to do is stay proactive. A graffiti removal day is being planned
for the spring.

Faith-Based Roundtable: The RT is planning/preparing the Myth Busters Drug
Forum for Hollidaysburg in January. They are also planning a training program for
Serving Mentally/Emotionally Disturbed Individuals. A plan is also being discussed
to help those in economic crisis.

Marketing Roundtable: The RT reported they are finalizing the OOT bus wrap for
the Amtran bus.

Judicial Roundtable:  The RT reported that since April 2009, they have graduated
29 people from the Breaking Barriers Program that OOT funded. The chair also
reported that Blair County has obtained approval for a central booking center that
will be located at the Blair County Prison.

K-12 Education Roundtable:  The RT reported that all schools involved in the
roundtable participated in the Red Ribbon Week project. Several school districts
distributed POTP materials and took advantage of the gang training information
offered by the Gang Roundtable chair.

Human Services Roundtable:  The RT reported that they have been working with
Crossroads, a local recovery community, for ten months. They are also looking at
a Federal Reentry grant for individuals coming out of prison and announced the
opening of a new female halfway house in Tyrone.

Law Enforcement Roundtable: ~ The RT is working with the Pharmacy
Roundtable with their Cops in Shops program. They also reported that several
gang members were arrested with the help of OOT funding.

Pharmacy Roundtable: The RT reported that they are continuing to work with the
police departments on the “No Hats, No Hoods” and Cops in Shops Program.
There is strong participation by the local pharmacies. The RT is planning a training
in April for pharmacists and physicians pertaining to prescription drug abuse.

Retail Roundtable:  The RT chair is working to recruit members for the
roundtable and plans on having their first meeting in the beginning of 2010.

Blight Roundtable: The RT reported that they are in contact with the City of
Altoona, who is doing a survey of properties to be torn down in Altoona.



MISSION
Facilitating partnerships
between community and

business to fight drug use and
crime through proven law
enforcement, treatment, and
prevention techniques.

Our Partners & Friends
Blair Countians for
Drug Free Communities

Crime Solvers of Blair County

Pennsylvania Gang
Investigators Association

United Way of Blair County

Upcoming Operation Our Town & Partner Meetings and Events

Wed. HOPE Support Group Meeting (weekly meeting) 7:00pm Blair Co Courthouse Jury Room
01/04 Booker T. Washington Meeting 4:00pm Community Action Agency
01/14 Faith Based Roundtable 1:30pm Bethany Lutheran Church
01/18 Steering Committee Meeting 6:00pm OOT Office

01/19 K-12 Education Roundtable 11:30am Bellwood-Antis District Office
01/20 Crime Solvers 8:00am Park Hills Country Club
01/20 Marketing Roundtable 4:00pm OOT Office

01/21 CJAB Meeting 11:45am Blair County Court House
01/22 Health & Welfare Council Meeting ~ 8:00am ARC of Blair County

01/28 Pharmacy Roundtable Meeting 7:15am OOQT Office

*OOT Meetings: For more information about Operation Our Town meetings,
contact Shawna Hoover at oot@lsfiore.com or call 296-8730.

News from the Human Services Roundtable by Judy Rosser, Chairperson

Without all your hard work
and dedication, our efforts
would be drastically
diminished. We want to
extend our gratitude to
those who unselfishly
gave of their time to help
others in 2009.

CLICK HERE
to register as an
Operation Our Town
Volunteer

To serve on an Operation Our
Town Roundtable, to become a
Committed Business or to make a
tax-deductible donation, contact
Shawna Hoover by email or
call 814-296-8730.

The Blair County Drug and Alcohol Treatment and Prevention Systems
started off July 2009 without funding due to the state budget.
Approximately 80% of the provider network continued services despite the
stalemate on the budget. One hundred percent of funding was cut through
the middle of October to the human service providers. We would like to
take this opportunity to thank all the providers for their continued support of
the individuals accessing drug and alcohol services. Without their
willingness to take on the hardship caused by the budget impasse,
hundreds of individuals would have been without services and back on

our streets. Once the budget was passed, it included a 20% reduction to
funding for drug and alcohol treatment and prevention services.

Despite the rocky start, the drug and alcohol field has been involved
in completing a drug and alcohol needs assessment of our community.
We are currently in the process of doing a drug and alcohol
prevention needs assessment (in partnership with the United
Way), a treatment needs assessment and the Pennsylvania 8
Youth Surveys. Each of these assessments looks at current :
community data to identify drug and alcohol trends, emerging
trends, barriers to treatment and support services. The Youth
Survey provides valuable feedback on the attitudes and behaviors
of youth in our community in relationship to alcohol and other drug use.
This information is then used to do planning which targets resources to
support the areas of need in the community with proven evidence based
prevention and treatment services.

As part of the assessment, we have been working with Crossroads of
Altoona. Crossroads is a nonprofit agency that was developed in the
1990’s to support persons in recovery. It is a recovery club that provides
a place for persons in recovery to meet and be mentored and supported
by others who have walked in their shoes. As part of the treatment needs
assessment we are trying to strengthen the partnerships with our treatment
providers and the recovering network in our communities. Currently,

16 AA/NA support groups meet on a weekly basis at the Crossroads
clubhouse. If you are wondering if we are making a difference, please be
assured recovery is happening in Blair County and many of them are living
among you in our community!




UPCOMING EVENTS

Central Blair Recreation
& Park Commission’s
Community Classic
Dinner

Sat., February 6, 2010 at 6 p.m.
The Bavarian Hall, Altoona, PA

Proceeds benefit the Booker T.
Washington Revitalization Project
and the CBRC Scholarship Fund

Sponsored by U.S. Foodservice™
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Operation Our Town
Year in Review
At Blair County’s
Chamber of Commerce
Breakfast Club in
The Casino at Lakemont Park
February 11, 2010 7:45AM

"To put it mildly, we've had enough.

his 1s where we grew up;
it's where we call home and
it's where our children are growing up."
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Contact Info

Operation Our Town - PO Box 2486 - Altoona PA 16603 - 814.296.8730 -
You may unsubscribe if you no longer wish to receive our emails.



